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5 the following Efay wes 
OT write, ot the adi of © 
_ ticular acguaint ance ; ſo, 
SS i» compliance with the ve- 
queſt of the ſame Gentle» 
man, it is now made publick, I an 
not inſenfible f the dangers, to which 
an Author is expoſed, at bis fiſt ſet- 
ting owt into the world, through the 
ungencrons uſage of the cenſoriou part of 
mankind : But 41 it is my good fortune 60 
fleaſe theje, for wheſe good opinion 1 an 
mu. 
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moſt ſolicitons, I ſhall be very little moved, 
at the ill-natnred criticiſms of the captions. 
I am not ſo vain as to imagine that this 
Diſcourſe upon Friendſbip is @ finiſhed 
Piece, though I could heartily wiſh it were 
more complete than it is at preſent : 
But, however, | believe, upon a ſerious 
Examination, it will be found that my 
ſentiments ave j, as far as they go; 
and that the language they ave claathed 
with u clear and intellizible, — — 
perhaps, ſwelling and pomponxs, fince I hate 
taken ſome pains as well to avoid Lombaſte 
or pedantry on the one band, a; tee mach 
flatneſs on the other. 


FRIENDSHIP. 


FREE] O VE, like the reſt of the 
„ human paſſions, is either 6 
LI virtuous or vicious principle 
inclination of the foul fix upon ow 
fellow-creatures, and excite us to oblige 
one another by all che kind offices in 


our power, it is properly firuated, 
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faſion ; and were it not for human laws, 
it would be ſafer for us to live in a 
gers, than among 
rational beings. It muſt be conſelſed, 
indeed, that we may meet with many 
perſons, who will take all imaginable 
ins to poſſeſs us with a raiſed notion 
of their kindneſs and generoſity ; but a 
thorough examination into the principles 
of their actions will abundantly convince 


us, that all their pompous profeſſions are 
ing elſe but art and policy 


always be furniſhed wit 
lites, that will ferve us 
to be @ Friend is to 
and if he be under dess 
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'bly Gitkful in every circumſtance of life, 
however miſerable and calamitous, we 
muſt conclude, that he who finds a true 
Friend diſcovers a treaſure. 


Ir is not my deſign in the following 


princi 

fore om the Us. This 
beſt but a ſhadow of rhis 
in its full extent and lati- 
12 
the giddy multitude, * 


and recommend is that lolemn engage- 
ment — — Love, hereb 
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not qualified for the diſcharge of this im- 


portant office, as very few have capa- 
city and inclination to fulfil it. But 


though it be an extraordinary rarity, it 


is not impoſſible to find a true Friend. 
There have in all ages been ſome happy 
pairs, who have inſeparably at- 
tached to each other's intereſt: And as 
human nature is always the ſame, it is not 
to be doubred but ſtill there are in the 
world ſome great and noble Spirits, 
who ſtrive to outvie each other in aQts 
of generoſiry and gratitude. The foun- 
dation of this union is a ſuitableneſs of 
temper and diſpoſition ; and it is natural 
for all men to chuſe perſons of the ſame 
taſte for their companions, As we love 
ourſelves, ſo we love thoſe that reſemble 
us in the ſame way of thinking and acting; 
and, for the ſame reaſun, generous 3 
exalted fouls attract rhe eſteem and love 
of one another, As Love in the general 
Is a vigorous and lively principle, ſo in 
the caſe before us it engages all our ca 
pacities and powers in the ſervice of the 
perſon beloved. This relation is ſome» 
times commenced an « ſudden ; a fur- 
Prizang act of valour or generolity, which 
carries wan „1 lat ang evidence of the 
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8 eAnESSAY 
he may improve himſelf, and correct his 


own miſtaken ap By ſuch 
refleftions as thoſe, he at length arrives 


1 at true wiſdom, which is the genuine pro- 
duct of Good Senſe. Thus, the perſon, 


who hath attained this valuable quality, 
never fails to pleaſe in converſation, whilſt 
the rude pertneſs of the volatile wit, and 
the ſullen pedantry of the mere ſcholar, 
| give the greateſt uncaſinoſs. Thoſe men 
[| their commerce with their fellow- 
| creatures are too much devoted to pride 
or a ſelfiſh humour, and act at random, 


whillt the other thinks before he ſpeaks, 
and is always ambitious of behavi 
agreeably,. Now, can we think that 
ther the one or the other of theſe is 
fit for the cabinet, to be a boſum-favou- 
rite, whoſe carriage is ungracious even 
at table ? A curious painter may as well 
admire « ridiculous picce of — Fa as 
one of a diſtinguiſhing taſte be pleaſed 
with fuch 4 companion, who would ſa- 
erifice all his Friends at a venture, rather 
than reſtraia ar govern his temper, If 
« wile prince always felefts the moſt 
gaetreting of his Wubjets to be his 

Gankllors or fpecisl favourites, 
— ſuch alone ave iu do be gruſted 
with 
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this excellent attendant, and appears to 


_ adorned with diſcretion : But if wil 


the parent of prudence ; and how bene- 
ficial an habit this is, daily obſervation 
may abundantly convince us. Even Vir- 
tue itſelf receives an additional luſtre from 


very great diſadvantage without it; for 
as the fineſt picture loſes much of its 
beauty, if it be ſeen in a wrong point of 
ſo even innocence itſelf is leſs 


charming and graceful, if it be not 


dom once prevails, it will ſet off all 
our actions with a becoming grace, A 
man, thus qualified, will never want an 
opportunity of entertaining, improving, 
or aſſiſting his Friend: But will always 
be a faithful counſellor, a diſcreet mo- 
nor, a conſtant ſupport under all revo- 
lutions that can happen; and daily afford 
ſome teſtimony or other of his hdelity 
and afleftion, 


, Guy oy God Caſh, ſo Good Nature 
a necelary qualification 1 an intimate 
Fricad, The fineſt Senſe is not a full 
Gent ommendation, if it be not at- 
with this diſpoſition. Wiidom 
idelf without Good Nature is rather to 
be avoided than courted ; for as it re- 
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ſembles the ſerpent in its ſagacity, 0 in 
its cruelty too? In this view, it is 
elſe but craſt and policy, and — 
employed to the prejudice of mankind. 
Subtle plodding knaves are by no means 
to be allowed a place in our boſom, 
but we ſhould deteſt them as we do vi- 
pers, ſince they are not lefs venomous 
and deſtructive. They live not as mem- 
bers of ſociery, but as perſons indepen- 
dent; and having neither honour nor 
conſcience, to reſtrain their malice, they 
boggle at no projets, however pernici- 
ous to their ſellow- creatures; and there- 
fore, as we can never be 100 careful in 
guarding ourſclves againſt their attempts, 
we ſhould avoid their company, and place 
no conhdence in them, II-nature car» 
ries in it ſuch à plain contradiction to 
the nature of man, that the ancient Ro» 
mans branded it with the name of in- 
humanity, as the contrary diſpoſition 
was, in their language, called Fan! 
tas, To be born H- red bs a very 
great unhappineſs ; for, ualefs this natu- 
ral inclination be maſtered at firſt by / 
Virtuous — u Will ia time 
come hcead-ſtrong and outrageous, 
produce the * efletts One 
-v Ui 
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this ſtubborn temper, who takes no pains 
to conquer 


it, is ſubject to envy, malice, 
os a 


y unworthy of our eſteem and 
It then the ill-natured man, even 
greateſt parts and ſagacity, be 
eo hoped x Bey 
1 « Kind — 
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deſtroy that freedom and openneſs of 
temper, which is the very life of Friead- 


ſhip. In this caſe, no reſerve is allow- 


able, but every thing that can contri- 
bute to our own or our Friend's 
ſatisfaQtion, muſt be ingenuouſly commu- 
nicated. In common converſation, pru- 
dence directs us to be ſometimes ſhy 
and cautious; yet even here 

is far from being allowable. The ſur- 
ly moroſe man is generally deſpiſed in 
all companies, whilſt one of a ſweet 


obliging temper is every-where valued 


ed; But, among intimate 
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all life and ſpirit, when concerned about 
the ſervice of his Friend; and the plea- 
ſure, that diffuſes itſelf all over his coun- 
tenance, and attends every circumſtance 
of his Giendly offices makes the deepeſt 
impreſſions upon the perſon obliged. The 
receiver is not more agreeably pleaſed 
with the gift itſelf, than he is charm» 
ed with the generoſity of the giver ; and 
uy 2 obligation does not only ſe- 
cure, but increaſe his aſſection. 


Bur, beſides Good Senſe and Good- 
Nature, Virtue likewiſe is neceſſary 


to 
complete the character of a Friend. As 


this mutual engagement can never be 
ſucceſsful without integrity : 80 Virtue 
is the beſt pledge to cenſure this bleſſing. 
The man, who makes à practice of at- 
froaciag Heaven, and counterafting the 
diltates of the law of nature, is not to 
be depended upon in the management 
of the common affairs of life, much leis 
in the caſc uadcr conſideration : His views 
are too low and mean, four acting the 
noble and gener ous port of another Self, 
He will be ao lonyer luithtul, than whillt 
he can ferve his own private ende; but, 
whenever his obligations 10 his Friend 
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on, as in the caſe before us. What» 
ever profeſſions of love and kindneſs, 
ſuch wretches, as theſe, may make, we 
ſhould lay no ſtreſs on them; for if we 
credit their declarations, we ſhall! fad 
them at the long-run falſe and deceitful: 
Whenever the diſcovery of a boſom-ſe- 
cret, or our prejudice in any other re- 
ſpect can be their gain, we ſhall afſu- 
redly fall a ſacrifice. It then the vicious 
man, who is a ſlave to his paſhons, is in- 
capable of being a fincere Friend; it 
follows, that the virruous man alone is 
is qualified to anſwer this character. By 
a virtuous man, I mean one that endea- 


vours to periorm all his obligations ro 
Gon, his fellow-creatures, and himfelf 
and none can deſerve this name, who 
does not make it his ſtudy to diſcharge 
his duty in all its branches, He, chat is 
caretul to pleaſe his CAM AT 0, will 
never want a juſt fenſe of the kind of- 
fices he owes to his neighbour ; and 
when he hath choſen any particular per. 
fon to be his intimate companion, he 
will love him as himſelf, and be as ten- 
y concerned for his real advantage as 
own, Honour and conſcience, which 
the principles on which he conſtant! 
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havi 
ing an inward averſion to men of 


real worth, 
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methods ? The fon of Sirach wiſely ob- 
ſerves, Eccleſ. xxii. 24. That as the va- 
n 
the fire; ſo reviling before 
this obſervation. has been too frequency 
verified in life. Now, theſe things be- 


y 
againſt the wicked ſurmiſes of the whiſ- 
perer ; for, if we give him the leaſt coun- 
tenancc, he will at length fill our heads 


Beſides all this, let us reflet upon 
the prodigious uncaſineſs which will ſeize 
| When we have ſuffered a faithful 


eos ents rc chewy — 
realonable behaviour, and be williag, 
when it is 100 late, to part with every 
thing that is dear and valuable, to re- 
deum the precious jewel we have irre- 
coverably loſt. — 
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has been ſaid, be thought to mean, that 


we are tamely to fit 
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pairs joined in wedlock, who make the 
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25 
many have found the bleſſed ef- 
mutual Love; and no reaſon 
48 why husband and wife, 
prov P 
firſt choice, may not be entire Friends 
to one * When there is a con. 
ſent of wills as well as a verbal con- 


a. ha > > cmd ad > 


nuine fruit of matrimony ; and, bad as 


but there are at preſent ſeveral agreeable 


pleaſing each other, by the moſt endear- 
ing offices of love and kindaek, their 
principal ſtudy. And, indeed, what view 
can afford greater ſatisfaction to an ho- 
a do 
always aſſiduous to ſuit their tempers to 
one another, and on all occaſions afford- 
ing juſt proofs of a reciprocal aſſection 
When nature not chance, inclination not 
conſtraint, has been concerned in the 
pens a large ſcene of 

nd plcaſure to the parties en- 
; 222 Love diflulcth ictcli 


eſteem for cach other, nay, love with 


_ aſter carnal 


Such as exaked pitch of Virtue, as this, 
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it will continue fierce and vehement, un- 
der every revolution. But as for the no- 
tion of Platonick Love, it ſeems to be 
nothing more than a creature of the un- 
derſtanding, which, though it may amuſe 
the fancy, is too abſtract to take place 
in life. The gentlemen, who are charm- 
ed with this delu.ive dream, imagine it 
practicable, that two ſingle perſons of 
different ſexes may have the greateſt 


tranſport and paſſion, converſe familiar. 
ly and frequeatly, retired from the reſt 
of mankind, and yet have no deſires 
acquaintance. This conccit, 
in my opinion, is purely chimerical ; for 
as nature has implanted in the breaſts of | 
both ſexes, male as well as female, folt 
and tender inclinations towards cach other, 
to ſuppoſe that theſe can be ſuppreſſed 
and over-ruled, when there are conſtant 
opportunitics of enjoyment, i» to raiſe hu- 
man nature above its preſent condition, 


ſuits properly the circumſtances of a ſe 
raph or « faint is heaven, where no 
cruminal paſſions can have admittance, | 
but 6s too refined for men that confi of 
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ible of ſenſual deſires. Brothers 
and ſiſters, and very near relations, may 
poſſibly, anſwer the character of Plate- 
nick lovers, by holding the moſt intimate 
— 2 with ſatety and innocence : 
but if any other ſingle perſons of different 
ſexes pretend to ſuch an union of fouls, 
it is a thouland to ons, but their love 
at degenerates into luſt, and they 
find themſelves miſtaken at the expence 
of their Virtue, Several young creatures 
have been deceived into this idle opinion, 
who, by fondly indulging it, have forfeited 
their honour ; and it is next to a mira» 
cle, it it ever happen otherwiſe. Abelard 
and Helei/a had the greateſt value and 


s qualifed for carrying on à ra- 
tional Friendſhip ; Ye their ory in- 


Bor as it is ſaſeſt to make thoſe our 
| who arc of our own 
unleſs we enter imo the bonds of marri. 
mony ; ſo private perſons alone are fit 
to be made choice of, This divine rela- 
tion of intimate Friendſhip has nothing 
io do with courts and palaces. Princes 
and great men have always ſome pri- 
vate views in their regards to their erca- 
tures ; and as policy firſt ſets chem up. 
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ſo does likewiſe deſtroy it ; and, like 
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by 
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age not prevail ſo much in 
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our 
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ſelves might claim the character of Friends. 
Theſe apoſtate ſpirits have great natural 
capacities, and unite unanimouſly in all 


their helliſh enterprizes to the prejudice 
of mankind : But can an impious conſpi- 


racy, how deeply ſoever projetted, and 
obſtina 


put in execution, be ſtiled 


tely 
Friendſhip? No, reſolution, and cven 
fidelity in this caſe, enhances the maligni- 
ty of the crime; and it is thus likewiſe 
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Bur this leads me particularly to con- 
ſider the numerous advantages that at- 
tend intimate Friendſhip: And, indeed, 
here is a large held for refleQtion, for 
what inſtance of it is not attended wich 
a varicty of bleſſings, its genuine pro- 


duct. Are Tranquilliry of mind, Progreſs 
in uſeful knowledge, Improvement in 


virtue, or temporal Intereſt, deſirable 


advantages, they are all the natural con- 
uences of intimate Love. As to the 
of theſe, Tranquillity of mind, it 


hath always been thought a wel of 


ineſtimable value; and wife men, ia 
every age, have made it their ſtudy to 
find it, Reaſon and conſideration are 
very uſciul in our purſuits after true con- 
tentment ; but, if Friendſhip be ſuper- 
added, nothing can be Wanting, to ren- 
der them ſucceſsful. The man, who is 


every circumſtance oi life ; his thoughts 
are ever compoled and lis delires even. 
Proſperity, with all its glittering atten» 
dants, cannot dazzle his eyes, and fill 
him with pride or any other uacaſy paſ- 
lions ; nor adverſity, in the moiſt gloc =y 
aud dilmal lorm, deprehs lis ſpirits ; but — 
Wan- 
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the ſame, enjoying an 
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whatever revolutions happen, he is ſtill 


ward ferenity. It Fortune ſmiles upon 
him, he knows how to make the beſt 
oſs of her favours; for he can refine 
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nature in all its verdure and glory, 


if they be moderate, yet, when fierce 
and vehement, ſcorch and over-ſet us: 
So our joys are as painful and intole- 


rable as our griefs, it not qualified and 


allayed by a free communication. A ſud- 


den and exceſſive tranſport of joy has 
ſometimes been ſo deſtructive, as to op- 
preſs the vital ſpirits and occaſion inſtant 
death : And did not mankind disburthen 
themſelves of ſuch an inſupportable load, 
by imparting their joys to others, it would 
always produce ? ay lame fatal effects. 
Hiſtory gives us many unconteſted proofs 
ot this point; and the wiſeſt men have 
found not only the burthen of their tran» 


ſport, at the firſt account of any extra» 


ordinary piece of good fortune, lefſencd 
by the kind interpuſal of a boſom-friend, 
but their pleaſure raiſed and augmented. ' 


Tis ancient Remans had fuch a reve- 
rence for Friendſhip that they paid it 
divine honours ; and „ 
— of a judicious intimate com- 
Pain, as the greateſt latiblaction iu lite, 
Horace, in particular, mambo reid 
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of this kind; and we learn from ſeveral 
of his Oder, "that all the delights of a ru- 
ral retirement, when he had an affluence 
of every thing that could pleaſe his ſenſes, 
could afford him no true pleaſure, without 
the converſation of a Mecenas, a Virgil, or 
ſome other polite Friend. Tally, who was 
a famous orator as well as a Thilofopher, 
wrote a diſcourſe upon 
fy the ſpecial regard he bore to this de- 


lightful relation; and, in his Offices, gives 


a variety of hints to the ſame purpoſe : 
And, indeed, though a man were as great 
as — as wiſe as Solon, and as rich 
as Cru ſus, he would ftill want an agree» 
able companion, to complete his happi- 
nels, Plat arch, who was in caſy circum- 
ſtances, and beſides, a celebrated Mora» 
liſt among the Grecians, owns that the 
love of his brother II. gave additional 
charms to all his other enjoyments, His 
words are theſe : As for myſell, tho” 
Fortune, on ſeveral occalions, has been 
® favourable to me, 1 have no obliga- 
* tion ſo great to her, as the Friendſhip 
* which my brother Times has always 
* born, and ſtill bears me: And this & 
6 ſo evident, that it cannot but be noted 
* by all our acquaintance. 

Bu1 


Friendſhip, to teſti- 


| 
* - 


His un 


|} moſt preſſing calamities, and conſtantly 
; preſerve an iaward quiet. Philoſophy, and 
reflection, will, on every occaſion, aſſiſt 
him, in maintaining a becoming æquani- 
mity: 
in to his ſuccour, What calamity can an- 
noy him, or ruffic the ſtcady remper of 
his foul? As a skilful Chymiſt is able to 
extract uſctul medicines out of poiſonous 
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Bur as the happineſs of Friendſhip in 
proſperity is not ſo liable to exception; 
let us take a view of it under adverſity, 
and we ſhall ſee, that this brings along 
wich it Tranquillity of mind, no if than 
the former. A man of integrity, reduced 


to the laſt extremity, has no cauſe to be 
dejeQed or moved, for the conſciouſneſs of 


his innocence will ſupport him under the 


But if Friendſhip be alſo called 


ingredients; ſo a Friead can turn a 


| dungeon imo a palace, and though an 
individual be 
the — however Weiglay, is made 
much lighter by his bearing a part of it. 
1 Two ſincere « com 
» al apire hieulion of each cher r wag lag: | 


equal to every thing ell; 
Embed 1 ympathy  dichargeth 
of his ſavourite's heart, and 


panions have ſo | no 
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between them ; for every grief has al- 
ternately a place in their breaſts, and the 
misfortune, by being made familiar, loſeth 
its virulency. 


Evrxx conſiderate perſon cannot but 
obſerve, that life is attended with a va- 
riety of evils, and how far they may be 
plunged into diſficulties, their utmoſt fa- | 
Llity is unable to ſoreſec: But wiſdom 
us to prepare for all events, even 
the moſt calamitous. Now, the beſt me- 
thod either truly to enjoy what we poſ- | 
ſels at preſent, or patiently bear the loſs | 
of our poſſeſſions, is to chooſe a man of | 
ſenſe and probity to be our particular 
Friend; however Fortune may gilt us, 
he will be as conſtant to us, as the needle 
to the pole: As he has taken us under his 
tor worte; ſo though it 
is not in his power to over-rule the will 
_ of Heaven, he will contribute his utmoſt | 
efforts to prevent our milery, or clic ur. 
niſh us with proper expedients to bear | 
up with courage under it, If a bare ima- 
ginry hope hope of relief has been ſomcrimes | 
eien 10 raiſe the (ſpirits 82 | 
volved in an ocean of perplexiry, of 
what mighty influence muſt u rations! 


care, 
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expectation ſounded on the promiſe of 
one, who has been always ready to ſerve 
us in diſtreſs be ? Deſpair is by this 
means entirely baniſhed, and a ſcene of 
comfort opens to the mind, in ſpite of the 
moſt preſſing diſcouragements. This con- 
ſideration gave occaſion to the following 
expreſſions of a great Phi vis. 
15 In Friend ſhip and Philoſophy my hap» 
„ pineſs conſiſteth; without Friendſhip 
I hold lite to be death, without Phi- 
« loſophy a diſcaſe.” The boſom of a 
Friend, except Divine Providence, is the 
beſt anchor in the tempeſtuous ſea of life ; 
for whether poverty, diſgrace, G kneſs 
and bodily pain, or any other be the 
grievances we labour under, they are far 
from being intolerable with the concur- 
reace of a faithful companion, 


As for poverty; though it be our 
misfortune to be reduced ro the moſt 
narrow circumſtances, we may be ſure 
our Friend will exert himiſcl! to ſupply 
our neceflitics, His regard for us is not 
confined to the figure we make in the 
world, for he knows that riches are very 
precarious and uncertain, and that the 
malt excellent and delerving are often 
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him, as to changing his ſentiments, than 
the croaking of a frog, or the hifling of 
a ſerpent : So that diſgrace itſelf does not 
create a ſeparation berween intimate com- | 
panions, but, notwithſtanding this im- 

pediment, cheir Friendſhip, and conſe- 
= inward Tranquillity, continues 

and immovcable. 


Is we be deprived of bodily health, 
and languiſh under malignant diſcaſes, 
our Friend will afford us the moſt re- 
freſhing viſits ; his delightful diſcourſe 
will divert our pains, and revive our 
drooping ſpirits. All the cordials the Phy- 
ſician can preſcribe for the benefit of our 
bodies, in this caſe, are vaſtly inferior to 
thoſe adminiſtered to the foul by our 
other Self; for he has as lively a ſenſe of 


| our infirmities, as we can have ourſelves, 
 haviour to our weak condition, No ad 
| vice ſhall be wanting 
and, even to the laſt mowent of lite, he 
- will 
the moſt intolerable of all evils, to parti» 
cular Friends, as it 46ars them from cach 


e £0 ſuit his be- 


to ſettic our affairs, 


ure out of this world; 


demonſtrations of his at- 


give ample 


other's 
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ſtruQion. If they diſagree in their opi- 
nions on any particular point, they carry 
on their debates, with candour and good 
manners; and as the underſtanding, not 


light with chearſulacſs and gratitude. As 
their Senſe does continua! 


11 


them 
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45 
the table-entertaiaments among the Anci- 


eats, are both inſtructive and pleaſant. 


Bur as wiſdom is the moſt valuable 
branch of knowledge, as it has a kind- 
iy influence on our whole moral conduct, 
ſo this likewiſe admits of conſiderable 
improvements by intimate Friendſhip, 
The wiſeſt men are capable of making 


— wiſdom; and, aſter ma 

as of experience rde de, 
own, that they are ſtill defeQive. 

who was a great Philoſopher, ro 
vanced age, when one would have thought 
had feen life in view, and no- 
could have eſcaped his notice, {ai 
TY Ty old, learning many things. 
Wildom is acquired by time and reflec- 
tion, and though we can never make our- 
ſelves complete maſters of it, even with- 
in the compaſs of an age, it will becon 
us, notwithſtanding, to take all imagina- 
ble pains, to i 


. 


improve in it as much as 
we can; becauſe it is © neediul to di- 
rect us in every article of our behaviour. 


uſetul accompliſhment is, to converſe 
with fuck as are wile and judicious, Par- 
ticular Friends grow iafenſibly wiler in 

0 


Now, the beſt method to cultivate this | 
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their prudent 
fund of ſenſe is increaſed; and every 
interview gives occaſion for wholeſome 
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union of wills is eſtabliſhed upon the 
principles of right reaſon, the mind will 
be always both active and compoſed, and 
the ſatisfaQtion ariling trom this delight- 
ful relation afford ſuch a ſuſficient enter 
tainment to our paſſions, that they will 
be in continual exerciſe, and neither need 


nor ſeek after improper objects. Beſides, 
{urprize or inadvertency, we ſhould 


be guilty of a falſe ſtep, we have a kind 
monitor at hand to recover us, whoſe 
prudeat and engaging reproof will make 

us aſhamed at our remiſeneſo, and excite 
us to greater circumſpection for the fu» 
ture, The want of fuch a wiſe coun- 
ſellor, as this, has becn of fatal conſe- 
quence t many unhappy men, who 
have, through carcleſsncls, given way to 


| viciow habits dd at length they have be- 


tinate and invererate : Whereas 
« cordial and judicious Friend, who re- 
proves with the utmo! tenderack, tor no 
other reaſon but the wuc benetit of the 
perſoa reproved, might have prevented 
their ruin by the cemmanding check of 
friendly admonition, How happy then 


muſt chey be who have a boſom compu» 
nion, as affectionatcly concerned for then 
wellare as his own, to direct and advite 

_ hom; 


tion of their V irtue, fo their 
ex s will animate each other to a 
laudable emulation, How vaſt an influ- 
ence muſt a good pattern have, when we 
love him who affords it ? Love naturally 
inclines us to deſire an entire reſemblance 
of the perſon beloved ; and, in the caſe 
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excellencies of the object on which it's 
placed, but inſpires us with a laudable 
ambition of tranſcribing them. Thus, 
intimate companions ſtrive to exceed one 
another in the practice of virtue, not out 
of envy, but a ſincere affection; and 
_ new obligation is a new motive 
rd its dictates. They diffuſe life 
— pirit, each into the other, and are 
hereby confirmed in their reſolutions to 
hive, according to the directions of ho- 


49 


thoſe that obſerve them but that of a 
ſpecial acquaintance carries with it fuch 
commanding charms, as captivate, at 
once, and cxcite in us a vchement de- 
fire of being like him. Thus, two faith» 
ful Friends are united in their moral de- 
ſigns, and time and experience increaſe 
the ſtrength of their Virtue as well as 
their Affection; nay, Virtue is, at leng! 
transformed into their nature and, wall 
of being an incumbrancc, hocomes A re- 
creation, From what das been ſaid, we 
learn that Friendſhip improves our "wy 
ties hath moral aud intellectual, increaterh 
our Knowledge and Virtue ; and need 1 
ſubjoiu any other conliderations to ecm 

H inend 
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mend this uſeful ? Bur, foraf 
much as temporal Intereſt is an argument 
of no ſmall force, I ſhall endeavour ro 
prove that even this advantage is the genu- 


ine conſequence of mutual Love. 
Ir has been already ſhewn, that inti- fruit 
mate Friendſhip introduceth a Tranquil- Fort 
liry of mind, in every circumſtance of life : | flo 
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Brsivts, how needful is the good 
advice of a prudent Friend, to afhilt a 
man in the regulation of his worldly a 
fairs. Though our honeſt endeavours be 
crowned with ſuccefs, and we reap the 
fruit of our labours, by increaling our 
Fortune; yet, even in this cate, the coun» 
fel of him we love will be very uſctul to 
us : But, when our circumſtances become 
involved by a train of dila 
and ſuch emergeacics as theſc will ſome. 
times arifa, not withſtanding the utmoſt 
foreſight and caution, what vaſt advan» 


tage ſhall we receive by his kind inter- 
+F polal? If a frranger offer hs ſervice, on 
this occaſion, we have reatoa to ſuſpet 
bim; for, it he be à cunniag knave, he 
| will make us a prey 20 his baſe deſigns 
if a fool, he is incapable of adviſing us 
But i our other Self undertake 10 dire 
{ us in extremity, we may be conſider 
he will be u faichful counſellor, and leave 
| a0 meaſures unlayed to recover us out 
| of this labyriath. A Friend is obliged, 
| 8s he would anſwer his character, both 
tuniry chat falls in his way, 1% conſult 
| ths Iaterell of lis HLaake COMPanIOn » 
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And, ſince he is poſſeſſed of all the qua- 
lifications which are neceſſary to the diſ- 


charge of this important office, he will, 
undoubtedly, diſcharge it. 


As a man's proſperity and advance- 
ment in life depend very much on the 
reputation he bears, ſo Friendſhip is, in 
this reſpect alſo, highly beneficial, We 
cannot, with a good grace, afſert our 
own merit, or applaud ourſelves; if we 
talk at this rate, we ſhall be chought 


as this, chough it may render us con- 
temptible, ſo prove prejudicial, it 


eſteem of 


prudent diſcerning perſons: But 


ſaid it ourſelves, 


will appcar to 


that he will never ſuffer our 


on, when the ſetting them, in the ſtrong- 


eſt point of light, has a proper tend 
0 


rr 


veral advantages, that natural salon 
CES GO TOs Ol prove the & bu 


what would interfere with modeſty, if we 


very 
advantage from the mouth of a | 
companion; for we may be ſure | 


Parts or | 
ſhments to lic buried in oblivi- ? 


Thus, 1 have attempted to ſhew the le- 
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at once, both a pleaſant and profitable 
engagement : But, becaule ſeveral vbjcc= 
tions have been raiſed againſt intimate 
rag I ſhall, beture 1 conclude 
= 1 enter into a diſtinct conlide- 

them, and hope ro make it ap- 


— = ns they are — and unrea- 
ſona ble. 


Object 
ſome, That intimate Friendſhip is 100 


1. Ir hath been objefted by 


* ſublime an for mankud 
in their preſent circumſtances; that 
* it's ſcarce poſſible, at leaſt extreamly 
« difficult, to meet with a true Fricad 
* in the world, where craft and poli- 
* cy & generally prevail; chat they, 
* who are fo weak as to place a par- 
* ticular confidence in any of their ſel- 
* low-creatures, are commonly dilap» 
% pointed in their expeRtations, however 
„ ſanguine ; that the diladvantages, at- 
* tending ſuch a diſappointment, pre- 
* ponderate all the boaſted effects of 
* mutual Love, fince the diſcovery of a 
# faichiul Friend is © very hazardous 
* and uncertain : From all which confi. 
 derations, taken together, they conclude 


it fooliſh and uarcalunable ro chook a» 


F 
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ny man whatſoever boſom · oom · 
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ſure of his royal father, Saul, than de- 
fert his - Sy Friend; nay, 1 Sam. xx. 
4. he aſſures David, that whatever his 
foul could defire, be world do for him. 


Dawid, on the other hand, was no 
le grateful than Jonathan was oblig- 
ing for he not only made a juſt ac- 
gment of the favours he had re- 
from his other Sclf, whilſt living 
in the funcral clegy he com 
the death of Jonathan, he lameats 
greatneſs of his loſs in the moſt 
mouraful accents. This he ſufficiently 
demonſtrates, when, talking of his 4 
ceaſed Friend, he thus expreſſeth him- 
ſelf; I am «il 1 * thee, my bro- 
ther Jonathan : Very pleaſant baſ! thou 
been wato me : Ty love to me Was Won» 
Aal, paſſin the lore of women, 
# Sam, 4. 6. If we conſider, that Jena 


| than won heir apparent to his father's. 


| quently tha! JT: than could not carry 
un a fair underſtanding with a perſon 
| his father abliorred, without provoking 


| crown and dignity ; that Saul was an 


inveterate enemy of Der is, and conſe» 


* his indignation ; chat David Was appoint» 


* by Gov to iucceed Saxl, as King of 


Judah, 


wd was of # ter 


Wien , pave with gave, which Mites | 
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the Love of the ſpotleſs Angels. But 
tho' the caſe of this happy pair is, in 
ſome reſpects, ſingular and extracrdina- 
ry, yet there have been many true aud 
ſteddy Friends, ſince their time. 


$oLomoN, who is repreſented to have 
 F been the wiſeſt man upon carth, and 
| had both capacity and opportunity of 
making the moſt impartial enquiry into 
the matter, lays it down as a maxim 
in his Proverbs, that there is « Friend 
that flicketh cloſer than « Brother ; one 

that will adhere to us, tho' our own 
' Rlcſh and blood ſhould forſake us, Prov. 
Z xvii. 24. The fon of Mrach ton, whole 


carry — evidence along with them, 
and the truth of them is confirmed by 
daily experience, dogs every-where ſprin- 
ids his writings wich the higheſt caco- 

s upon intimate Friendſhip, bs 


prafilicable, II we look into the An,, 


Te ament, 
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TMament, we ſhall ſee, that nothing is 
all Chri- 


more enforced upon 
ſtians, than brotherly Love. It is the 
very genius and debgn of the Goſpel, 


to promote peace and good-will among 


men; and our Saviour himſelf teacheth 


us, that we ſhowld love owr neicbbour, i. e. 
every other man, 4 we do onrſeives- 
The Apoſtles in imitation of the great 


example of their Lozv and Maſter, al 


ways recommended love and unity to 
the world. St. Pan, particularly, ex- 
horts the Romans to be kindly affetti. 
onate one ts another , and, in all his c- 


they ein is impoſible tobe perform. B42 


ed? Doubileſs, in the primitive ages of 
Chriſtianity, when religion did fo mani- 
eit diſcover its excellent effects in the 
_ 0 > SO GC v0 Ry 
they had ro 


— moſt un- 


Aten to « Friend, is to venture 
+ yy yg} it down 
tor 22. — co, 


firala of ob. | 
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that for a Friend one would even dare 
to die. 


Bur, without having recourſe to the 
ſacred Oracles, Heathen Authors afford 
us a variety of inſtances, ſufficient to 
prove the | poſſibility of intimate Friend- 
ſhip. The ſtories of Theſes and Piri- 
thow, Pylades and Ore//e>, whom no dan- 
gers could ſeparate from cach other's 
embraces, are very furprizing : But the 
narrative — I'ireal concern 
| ang the affection of Ae and 
BY ace, b not to be read, without the 


— admiration. The Trojans, 
ag reduced to the laſt cxtremitict, 


lent this pair of Fricads to recall Lara,; 
| they had not proceeded far on their your- 
ney, before they were ſurprised by z 
| conſiderable number of the caemy's horſe ; 
Volſcens, having taken Emyals prifo. 
ner, relolves to revenge upon him the 
death of Sulme and Tarw, who were 
flaio by W, Niſus, ecing his other 
$cli in ſuch critical circumnitances, bravely 
took the whole gui upon himidll, and 
—_— _ have fallen 4 Eten 


6 n ESSAY 
as ſpeaking to the Rutulians in the fol- 


if 

lowing words : ſo 
m 

Me, me: adſum qui feci: in me con- FF 

vertite ferrum, coi 

O Rutuli, mea frau omnis: nihil ifte cif 

ee axſus, | br 

Nec u calum by ( conſcia ſide- Ph 
ra 0 

Tantum infelicem nimium dilexit ami. T 

cum. a Th 

a kc 

Me, me, he cry'd, turn all your ſwords wh 

alone to « 

| On me; the fat confeſfd, the fault of « 
my own. for 

to | 


He neither cou'd, nor durſt, the guilt- 
leſs youth; 


2 
2 


Ye moon and ſtars, bear witneſs to Wa 
the truth ! and 
His only crime (if Friendſhip can well 
offend) obſe 
Is too much Love, to his unhappy priſc 
Friend. Dey den. abo 


=" 


of mutual 
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Love might be collectec the Poets; | ge 

bu! theſe, already taken notice of, ae that 

ludicicu to my preſent purpole, And him 
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if we examine the writings of the Philo- 
ſophers as well as the Poets, we ſhall 
meet with inſtances of true Friendſhip. 
I have, in the former part of this diſ- 
courſe, had occaſion to mention the re- 
ci afteCtion of Plutarch and his 
brother Timon; which is related by 
Plutarch himſelf : And Cicere, in his 
Offices, gives us a remarkable account of 
the Friendſhip of Dames and Pithias. 


Theſe two famous Pythagoreans had ſuch 


when Dion hi, had ſentenced one of them 
to death, and the perſon under ſentence 
of condemnation only deſired a reprieve 
for a few days, that he might have time 
to ſettle his affairs, the other became 
ſurety, body for body, for his appearance. 
Was not this undertaking an admirable 
and convincing proot of the ſtrength as 
well as ſincerity of his love? It bs 
obſervable, however, that though the 
priſoner was admitted to go mt &, -- 
about the buſinets above | 
returned at the day appointed ; and Fe 
Tyrant himſelf was 0 charmed with the 
generulity and jultice of this acute pers 
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a love and regard, each for the other, that 


* a * 
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complains of the baſe uſage 
his old Friends, that deſerted him in en- 


fully ſhew, that {nrimere Friendſhip is 
It muſt be confeſſed that few 


1 of this fort are recorded in hi> | 


tory, in compariſon of the many 
every-where occur in 


chen it muſt be conſidered 


charafters, ſuch as great Warriors r 


„ and the he- 


tice off in hiſtorical ace 


y acknow- 


havieu! 
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populace, which the ambitious man too 
| greedily graips after, but find its privacy 


W 
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haviour of private perſons is not thought 
of importance enough to be honourably 
tranimitted down to poſterity, among 
whom, it any where, mutual love is to 
be found. 


Txvs Friendſhip afſſects obſcurity, 


and, like a fubrerrancous current, is not 


expoſed to the view of every vulgar eye. 
The ſtreams, indeed, that flow from this 
hidden fountain of intimate Love, may 
be obſerved ; but itſelt is lodged in the 
the boſom. Thoſe, that are poſſeſſed of this 
treaſure, do not covet the praiſe of the 


to be an additional circumſtance to its 
value, As truc Picty centers in the heart, 
fo Friendſhip ia the breaſt : And there- 


fore, no wonder, u Hs of this kind 


| are not {o generally known. 


Bur though intimate Fricr \ſhip avoid 
mp and ſhow, and it is, therefore, a 
great rarity to difcove: a true Friend, 


« wil act, hence, follow, that there are 
mon at all, who anfwer this character. 


Now, 


Q 


6 

Now, What has been may be; and I 
7 
that there are, now, no perſons of Senſe, 
Good-nature and Virtue in the world, as 
that there are no true Friends, ſince they, 
who are poſſeſſed of thoſe excellent qua- 
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= 
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accept of the ſervice of one, in all re- 
ſpocts, qualified for this important en- 
„ When he comes in our way. 

I own that the utmoſt caution is needtul 
in this affair, and that we ſhould never 
place a particular confidence in any man, 
until we be, firſt, fully ſatisfied that he 
hath both capacity and inclination to per. 
_ form what we expect from him, for raſh- 
neſs in acting is always an argument of 
indiſcretion, and in the preſent caſe, a 
well as others, may prove of dange. 
rous conſequence : But, atter all, is the 
difficulty of finding a truc Friend a valid 
| reaſon, 8 we ſhould never ſet about 
this enquiry. 


No wiſe man will diſpute its being 
difficult to mect with a prudent and 
agrecable wite, and that it requires great 
judgment and deliberation ro make 4 
proper choice : But will he, hom this 
conſideration, argue, that it is fooliſh 10 
marry at all, net matrimony is u divine 
iaftitucion, and, if enyayed in with dn, 
cretion, producerh the belt eflefts, nor 
ouly to the parties immediately COncera» 
ed, but ſociety in general “ A merchant 
may turn bankrupt, and a man, in the 

. Purlun 


"4 


over - turn it. The duties of Re- 
ligion and Virtue are attended with dit- 
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things that are uncommon. Gold does 
not lie upon the ſurface of the earth, but 
muſt be dug out of the ore with fatigue 
and pains, if ever it be acquired; and 


no other objects, that are valuable, are 
without 


proportiona- 
ble diligence. If a deſign be honoura- 
ble in itſelf, the difficulties attending the 
execution of it, ſhould be rather an ad- 
ditional motive to animate our ambition, 
than diſcourage us from the attempt ; and 
if we are ſo happy as to diſcover a true 
Friend, the beneficial advantages, that 
follow upon intimate Friendſhip, will 
abundantly recompence our utmoſt pains 
in the enquiry. 


Bur let us ſuppoſe the worſt that can 


| happen, in the caſe before us, that a wiſe 
| good-natured man, notwithſtanding all 


his caution, is deceived in his choice ; 
that his own familiar companion, in whom 


| he truſted, ſhould lift up his heel againſt 
him, which was che misfortune of King 
i 2. rus ty ow Rn 


1 wen 6 mas of tes ha 


K 2 — 


| he will be, thereby, rouzed, to defend 
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that he is, ſometimes, miſtaken in his 
—— 1 — 
in & good man, to err in his charitable 
opinion of others. This unexpected trea- 
chery, from him whom he —_— 
as his other Selt, will, no doubt, ſurpr 
him, to a degree of — « — 


himſelf againſt the malicious effects of 
his one fury : But, as he is conſci- 
ous of his own ſincerity, and that he has 
given no jult occaſion tor this — 
uſage, he will be able ſtill to 
that iaward Tranquillity which has ne- 

deterred him, for his inno- 
cence will ſupply the place of his deccit- 
ful com and afford him no ſmall 
comfort and ſatistaction. f rhe traitor 
ſhould uncaſe him to the view of the 
world, and feandalouſly divulge his ho- 
ſom-lecrets, ſo that they become the ſub- 
jet of common fame, which is the very 
worſt he can do, cvon this cvent is far 
from being intolerable to one of his tem- 


per and dilpulttion. 


Ts only ſecrets, which « wiſe and | 


virtuous perion can be fuppoſed to com þF 
municate, £ven wito & bolumn-Iricad, arc 
cath 
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either ſome little follies and overſights 
in his lite, or the true ſtate of his cir- 
cumſtances in the world: But the publi- 

cation of neither of thoſe, is ſo prejudi- 
_ cial, as it is ſuppoſed. As to his indiſ- 
cretions, they will be charitably over. 
looked by the prudent part of mankind, 
who have a uſt ſenſe of their own; and 
the reflections of the cenſorious multitude 
are beneath the notice of a man of ſenſe. 
As to the diſcovery of the true ſtate of 
his circumſtances in the world, it rhey 
be involved and embarraſſed, it may be 
dangerous, as it affects his credit and 
reputation, and may expoſe him to the 
ſeverity of baſe and deſigning wretches, 
who delight in the miſery of unhappy 
men Yer, even in this criſis, all perſons 
of real worth will not only deteſt the 
treachery of the publiſher, but exert 
their utmoil power and intereſt to 


lerve him, that is thus abuſed, from 
rum, 


Hint # appears, that the diſadvan- 
tages of fallhood in a Friend arc far 
hom being intolerable, though the) be, 
indeed, very great midforruncs : But if 
v's balance his 16 with the vaſt gain 


| 1444 


that + 


no coun 


neceſſary conſequence of true 
Friendſhip, allowing them to be equally 
probable, the former is loſt in the com- 
and the ſcale will 


eſſects of undiſſembled mutual Love I 
proved, already, to be highly bene- 
as this amicable 


Brs1Dyts, it ought to be conſidered, 
on this occaſion, that upon 4 ſtrict and 


on the ſide of the latter. The genuine 
have 
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an intimacy with him, it's a thouſand to 


one, that he will not miſcarry. It is 
poſſible, ble, indeed, he — notwithſtand- 
ing his judgment and application, be de- 
ceived in his choice, but it is im- 
probable that bs a, for his obſerva- 
tion and ce aſſiſt him in 
juſt ſeatiments of the real diſpoſition of 
another; and, having wiſdom for his 
guide, he is enabled to judge, whether 
he be qualified to diſcharge the various oſ- 
fices of intimate Friendſhip, or not ? Since 
then the diſcovery of a faithful Friend is 


not only poſſible but probable too; and 


that the advantages of mutual Love are 


ſo valt and numerous ; common prudence 


will direct us to labour with all our 
might, in ſcarch of ſuch an javaluable 
treaſure. 


Ts danger of a diſappointment, in 
this caſe, is no ſufficient reaſon, to dif- 
courage the moſt vigorous purſuit after 
ſo delirable on objeft, as 4 truc Friend. 
The only uſe « wiſe man ſhould make of 
this Canlidet atuon is, to be more caretul 
and Cautious in lus proccedings this Way , 
for is chere any thing in like, however 
valuable, in the puriuit of which — 


tempted, to advance their Fortune 
world : And yet how many 
poi in their expectations, tho day 
have employed the beſt meat 
taining this end; and when they have fo 
far ſucceeded, as to enjoy a plentiful ſhare 
of worldly wealth, yet are not riches iiable 
to be loſt by a thouland untoreicen chances 
and accidents? Honour, that is a fading 
flower, capable of being blaſtcd by the 
ſame wind that firit created it, is the 
very center of the deſires and lopes of the 
ambitious and they think ao deſigns 
or ungert; ings too difficult and dange- 


lar applauſe. Nay, learning, witdom, 
and the moit excellent qualities are not 
ſo much the property of any man, as 
that he may not be deprived of them, 
Why chen ſhould we expett to hold « 
boſom companion by a more certain te» 
mare, than we do our lands or any other 

Mons. From the whole, 1 hope &« 
may be fairly concluded, that it's far from 
being n and uareaioneble, to make 


choc 


rous, if they can, at length, gain popu» . 
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Would not ſuch an excuſe as this be 
thought, by all conſiderate men, to add 
inſolence to his wickedneſs, and enhance 


£81DEs, it is obſervable, in the caſe 
, that true Friendſhip is © far 
— — of fel 


; for the deſires and in- 
| particular Frieads ure all of 

a piece, like difterent fircams het meet 
together in the nc channcl, As mar- 
riage makes cwo pr: ions one ficth, Friend- | 
ſhip makes them vac foul; fo that What 
plealerh one is a pleaſure to both, and | 
they have ao ſeparate intereſts, To love F 
thoſe that love us is no more than doing 
| YOU which is an i- 


ſtance of commun quitice ; and, chert - 
rc, 


SFS gag 2 2 


n Faraxp8HIP. 75 


fore, by chooſing a boſom-friend, and 
acting up to this character, we cannot be 
ſaid to act unreaſonably. 


05%. 3. Ir hath been likewiſe objeted 
againſt intimate Friendſhip, * That it 
1 
* limits, by placing it on a object, 
* and 12 us regardleſs of the reſt of 
* mankind; fo that to be an intimate 
* Friend is to be a bad neighbour and 
an enemy to ſociety.” To this objec- 
tion it is calily replied, that the matter 
of fact, which it h to be true, is 
abſolutely falſe. Can it be imagined that 
men of Senſe, Good-nature, and Virtue, 
who make reaſon the ſtandard of all their 
actions, ſhould love one another to ſuch 
« degree, as to be carclefs and uncon- 
cerned, with reſpeQ to the good of others, 
That native Generolity, which diffuſeth 


its kindly influences over all they ſay or do, 
oil cover adunk of Gd an — 
Ir muſt be confeſſed, that the love of 


4 intimate acquaintance is ſtronger and 


more vigorous, than that of other men, as 
the heat of the ſun is more jatenſe and 
violent, when its rays are collect 


5 
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terial objeQions 
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Yet, as this glorious body, tho' its rays 
are thus coutracted in a point, does, not- 
withſtandin on other places ot the 
earth, XXX a man love his boom - 
friend with a * warmth of aftcc- 
tion, he foves, at the ſame time, all that 


partake of his nature. 


Tus, I have conſidered the moſt ma 
againſt intimate Friend- 
ſhip, that — either in books 
or converſation ; and flatter myſclt, that 
What has been faid is ſufficieart to con- 
fate them. I have now finiſhed what I 
in this Eflay, having inſiſted up- 
acne and ets of man! Love. 


Ip : have nt Hrond for an yo; 
EVM 
BRITAN 
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